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President’s message 
Well, time keeps "Marching" on.....and "March" has blown in upon us....with the wearing of the "Green," we will begin to "see” green grass.  

Bonnie Cox, a certified Zentangle instructor, will be our presenter March 8th.  Please contact me and remit $5 for the kit by March 2nd if you plan to attend and participate. She will also have a Zentangle book (her recommendation) for sale for $15, which can also be purchased on Amazon for $21. Come join us for a fun evening and experience your creative side.

International Women's day is March, 8th.

Just a bit of history:  International Women’s Day is a time to reflect on progress made, to call for change, and to celebrate acts of courage and determination by ordinary women who have played an extraordinary role in the history of their countries and communities.
International Women's Day was initially promoted by the Socialist Party of America.  In 1909 they designated this day in remembrance of a major strike by the International Ladies’ Garment Workers Union.  The holiday is now recognized internationally and is an Official National Holiday for many countries, including: China, Russia and Ukraine. 

So, celebrate the achievements of all the women in our lives, Mothers, Grandmothers, Sisters, Aunts, Granddaughters, Nieces, Cousins, and Friends.  So take a bow, ladies....it is your day to celebrate all of your achievements, and each of you have too many to list here!!!

I celebrate each of you, we are women, hear us ROAR!!!!!!

-Judy

Morton AAUW Branch President

Program News 
March – Zentangle
Our next AAUW meeting will be held on Tues. Mar. 8th at 7:00P.M. at the Kuhl Insurance Building on Jefferson St.  It will be a fun and relaxing night as we learn the "Joy of Zentangle".  This is a creative drawing experience taught by Bonnie Cox. Thanks to Judy for organizing this meeting. Come and enjoy spending the evening with friends as we learn something new together.  Looking forward to seeing you all.  

Information about Bonnie Cox
Bonnie is a retired nurse midwife.  She received her bachelors degree from Northwestern University, and  her masters and PhD from the University of Illinois.   She was the nursing director of the Methodist Medical Center Obstetrics department and the Pekin Hospital OB department, and was the director of the downstate nurse midwifery program for the University of Illinois. Bonnie has done international work in Kosovo, Haiti, Jamaica and Belize.In twenty years she delivered over 2000 babies 

She is past president of the Peoria Garden Club, and the Illinois Gourd Society.  

Bonnie is a Certified Zentangle Instructor and teaches Zentangle at ICC North, the Riverfront Museum, and Forest Park Nature Center.

Kits for $5 need to be preordered and contain a fabric Zentangle bag a micron pen, a paper blender, a Zentangle pencil and two tiles for drawing. She will bring two handouts for everyone; one is an overview of Zentangle and the other is a resource list. She will have a Zentangle book for sale for $15.It can be purchased on Amazon for $21. There are loads of Zentangle books but she thinks this is the best one. 

Hostesses for the March 8 AAUW meeting at 7:00 at Kuhl & co. Building
Diane Pflederer, Chairman

Jennifer Daly

Sharon Farney

Mary Venden

 

Looking ahead to April – Book Review & Annual Business Meeting

April 12th at the home of Judy Triggs. 

At our April meeting we will be reviewing the 2 books we have chosen to read this year.  
· Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee

· H is for Hawk by Helen MacDonald

Both books are available at the Morton Public Library. We are in need of someone to help review H is For Hawk.    If you could help us out that would be great.
Grant report
Becky Walker, Roberta Beutel, Diane Pflederer, and Judy Griffin are ready to evaluate grant applicants.  Grants are due on April 1st and have been available at the library and online since mid November.  

Matin-A’s
"Room" was interesting.  "Lady in the Van" will be interesting but more fun.  It is based on a true story.  We'll decide on Tuesday when we'll go see it.

-Patti
BGBG
Our next BGBG will be at Roberta Beutel's home, 46 Forestview Road on March 2nd at 7 PM.  We will be discussing A God in Ruins by Kate Atkinson.  Please let Roberta know by Tuesday noon if you plan to attend so that she may have the proper number of wine glasses available.

AAUW Community New 

Relay for Life
We would once again like to have a team.  I will have a list for walking times at the next meeting.  We will have it online to sign up or register sometime this week.    The Morton Relay for Life event will take place on April 30th at Idlewood Park.  It will be from 3 P.M. to 10 P.M.  We hope we have enough people to have 2 people walking for an hour each during this time frame.  Please consider walking/donating to our team.  It should be lots of fun! :)
 -Cheri and Mike
GEMS News

The GEMS committee was successful in obtaining a $500 AAUW LEG UP grant for the purchase of microscopes. The next GEMS event will be on March 29th from 2-4pm at the Morton Public Library. The event is open to girls in 4th-6th grade.  Volunteers are needed to assist. Please contact Deb Elliott or Heather Thompson to volunteer. 

 -Deb and Heather
Women & Education
LUNAFEST®: Short Films By, For, About Women®
March 4 and 5  7:00 p.m.
Peoria Riverfront Museum, 222 SW Washington St, Peoria
Tickets: $10
LUNAFEST®: Short Films By, For, About Women®, the fundraising film festival dedicated to promoting awareness about women's issues, highlighting women filmmakers, and bringing women together in their communities, will be hosted by the Bradley University Women's and Gender Studies Department and the Peoria Riverfront Museum on March 4 and 5.   


This unique film festival highlights women as leaders in society, illustrated through six short films by women filmmakers. The films range from animation to fictional drama, and cover topics such as women's health, motherhood, body image, aging, cultural diversity and breaking barriers. 

All proceeds from LUNAFEST will benefit the Breast Cancer Fund and the Center for Prevention of Abuse. Thus far, LUNAFEST, which is created and funded by LUNA®, The Whole Nutrition Bar for Women®, raised more than $857,000 for Breast Cancer Fund and more than $2,100,000 for other non-profit organizations. 
International News – Event at Morton Public Library
Please join us on Thursday, March 3 at 6:30 p.m. for a discussion and photographic presentation about the refugee crisis in Germany. Our guest speaker, William Toel, a German observer and teacher in the Honor Program at Bradley University, spent one month this fall walking through the five states that formerly made up East Germany. He visited 93 villages and towns talking to ordinary citizens to understand what was happening and why the reality was so different to what was portrayed in the media about the refugee crisis. The conclusions that he found are now playing out with dramatic consequences. Free and open to the public. 
Membership News

Now is the time to recruit your friends to join AAUW! Between January 1 and March 15, national dues are half-price. And there is a second promotion available that will double the discount!  Please be sure to mention this to your friends and colleagues and potential members.
 -Judy Petefish

