BGBG BOOKLIST For 2016-17

SEPTEMBER.   *"The Devil's Highway,"by Luis  Alberto Urrea, Patti Erwin

The Devil’s Highway, written by journalist Luis Alberto Urrea, is a true story about Mexican migration into the United States. It retells the tragic story from May of 2001 when a group of men attempted to cross the U.S. border. After entering the desert of Arizona, they endured the deadliest region in North America, the Devil’s Highway. The Border Patrol does not even travel through it. Twenty-six men entered the region, and only twelve people survived. It was the largest group of border-event deaths in history.

This story became an international tragedy after it focused attention on the heartbreak and astounding physical trials of such a journey. The Yuma-14 (or the Wellstone 26), as the group is called, also shed light on the problems of U.S. immigration and the complex relationship between the United States and Mexico.

Urrea focuses on the individual subjects and the circumstances that brought them to make the decision to cross the border and risk death. Most readers can comprehend that life may be better in the United States than in Mexico, but how much better? The desperation can be counted out in pesos—not enough can be earned to eat, have shelter, buy clothes, or have any opportunity for an education for children within Mexico. Large families are the elderly person’s retirement plan.

From the small towns south of the border, Urrea introduces readers to each illegal immigrant and the guides. He invests the reader in their hopes and dreams. Urrea reaches back to Mexico and its roots: Native American tribes, Spanish explorers and missionaries, and smugglers and human traffickers. All represent a complex set of values: religion, money, superstition, native Indian culture, and black magic. Most of all, Urrea draws attention to the Coyotes, or guides, who work like gang members to get ahead. The group of walkers, or illegals, put their lives into the Coyotes' hands. In this case, the Coyotes lead them to a desperate trail that results in unimaginable physical hardship, disorientation, and death for most of them. The Devil’s Highway is a remarkable story of human fortitude, courage, and utter bafflement.

OCTOBER.  *"Between the World and Me," by Ta-Nehisi Coates, a journalist.   Suzanne Ligon
Beginning with the words “Dear Son”, the author makes the work’s intention clear from the start: to introduce his son to the larger social, economic, and historical context of the fear within which black people in general, and young black men in particular, live in contemporary America. The introduction proper begins with the author’s response to the question of an interviewer about the relationship between violence and being black in America, and continues with analyses of the root causes of violence, the beliefs that America (as a culture) perpetuates about itself, and the need for black people to both ask a fundamental question about and of themselves and to find an answer. 

As the author deepens and develops the various layers of his analysis, he introduces new elements. These include commentary and/or recollection of his own personal history (including relationships with his own father and mother), recollections of his own coming of age as a black man (including being influenced by the teachers of civil rights advocate Malcolm X), and references to America’s history of slavery – which, he says, made up (and continue to make up) the socio-cultural, economic, and political foundations of the treatment of black people in America. He draws parallels – or rather, potential parallels – between his own experiences, those of his son, and those of three young men (Michael Brown, Trayvon Martin, and Jordan Davis) whose deaths in recent years have brought the dangers of being young, male, and black to public light in a way other deaths have, in the past, failed to do. 

At the same time as he develops his central thesis, however, the author counterpoints it with narratives of joy – specifically, his own joy at discovering more ways of being black, more experiences and more perspectives, while attending Washington D.C.’s Howard University. In addition to narrating the more personal joys associated with meeting the educated, worldly black woman who eventually became his son’s mother, the author also describes the more racially-oriented joy associated with meeting, associating with, and learning from black people not only from across America but around the world. He describes how he learned many more ways of being black, and of feeling about being black, than he learned growing up on the streets of Baltimore. There, he comments, he learned his first lessons about the relationship between violence and being black - violence that, he clearly points out, manifested between blacks as well as between black and white. 

Following the chronological line of his movement out of Baltimore, to Washington, and eventually to New York City (where he arrived shortly before the events of September 11, 2001), the author develops the emotional, psychological, and cultural movement he experienced as his understanding of being black in America evolved. A particularly important point in that movement, however, occurs when the author, at the urging of his wife, travels to Paris and discovers that the culture there is, in many ways, less intrinsically and less generally threatening towards black people than the culture in America. He clearly makes the point that Europe in general, and France in particular, is not without its own racial problems, citing the experience of the Roma (Gypsies), but is nevertheless clear on the freedom he experienced on Parisian streets. 


NOVEMBER.   *"Eligible,".    by Curtis Sittenfeld,                           Lynne Walters

From the "wickedly entertaining" (USA Today) Curtis Sittenfeld, New York Times best-selling author of Prep andAmerican Wife, comes a modern retelling of Pride and Prejudice. Equal parts homage to Jane Austen and bold literary experiment, Eligible is a brilliant, playful, and delicious saga for the 21st century. 
This version of the Bennet family - and Mr. Darcy - is one that you have and haven't met before: Liz is a magazine writer in her late 30s who, like her yoga instructor older sister, Jane, lives in New York City. When their father has a health scare, they return to their childhood home in Cincinnati to help - and discover that the sprawling Tudor they grew up in is crumbling, and the family is in disarray. 
Youngest sisters Kitty and Lydia are too busy with their CrossFit workouts and paleo diets to get jobs. Mary, the middle sister, is earning her third online master's degree and barely leaves her room except for those mysterious Tuesday-night outings she won't discuss. And Mrs. Bennet has one thing on her mind: how to marry off her daughters, especially as Jane's 40th birthday fast approaches. 
Enter Chip Bingley, a handsome new-in-town doctor who recently appeared on the juggernaut reality TV dating show Eligible. At a Fourth of July barbecue, Chip takes an immediate interest in Jane, but Chip's friend, neurosurgeon Fitzwilliam Darcy, reveals himself to Liz to be much less charming.... And yet, first impressions can be deceiving. 
Wonderfully tender and hilariously funny, Eligible both honors and updates Austen's beloved tale. Tackling gender, class, courtship, and family, Sittenfeld reaffirms herself as one of the most dazzling authors writing today. 


DECEMBER.    Discussion of what we want or are buying for Christmas

                  *************Needs hostess********************

JANUARY.   "The Good Girl,"  by Mary Kubica,  thriller, Paige Hadsall at Lynne Walters

“I’ve been following her for the past few days. I know where she buys her groceries, where she has her dry cleaning done, where she works. I don’t know the color of her eyes or what they look like when she’s scared. But I will.”
Born to a prominent Chicago judge and his stifled socialite wife, Mia Dennett moves against the grain as a young inner-city art teacher. One night, Mia enters a bar to meet her on-again, off-again boyfriend. But when he doesn’t show, she unwisely leaves with an enigmatic stranger. With his smooth 'moves and modest wit, at first Colin Thatcher seems like a safe one-night stand. But following Colin home will turn out to be the worst mistake of Mia’s life.

Colin’s job was to abduct Mia as part of a wild extortion plot and deliver her to his employers. But the plan takes an unexpected turn when Colin suddenly decides to hide Mia in a secluded cabin in rural Minnesota, evading the police and his deadly superiors. Mia’s mother, Eve, and detective Gabe Hoffman will stop at nothing to find them, but no one could have predicted the emotional entanglements that eventually cause this family’s world to shatter.

An addictively suspenseful and tautly written thriller, The Good Girl is a propulsive debut that reveals how even in the perfect family, nothing is as it seems….

FEBRUARY. "The Bear Clan.  Susan Scott at Linda Young's


MARCH.  "The Lovers: Afghanistan's Romeo and Juliet, the True Story of How They Defied Their Families and Escaped an Honor Killing", by Rod Nordland

                                                                                                         Roberta Beutel

A riveting, real-life equivalent of The Kite Runner—an astonishingly powerful and profoundly moving story of a young couple willing to risk everything for love that puts a human face on the ongoing debate about women’s rights in the Muslim world.

Zakia and Ali were from different tribes, but they grew up on neighboring farms in the hinterlands of Afghanistan. By the time they were young teenagers, Zakia, strikingly beautiful and fiercely opinionated, and Ali, shy and tender, had fallen in love. Defying their families, sectarian differences, cultural conventions, and Afghan civil and Islamic law, they ran away together only to live under constant threat from Zakia’s large and vengeful family, who have vowed to kill her to restore the family’s honor. They are still in hiding.

Despite a decade of American good intentions, women in Afghanistan are still subjected to some of the worst human rights violations in the world. Rod Nordland, then the Kabul bureau chief of the New York Times, had watched these abuses unfold for years when he came upon  Zakia and Ali, and has not only chronicled their plight, but has also shepherded them from danger.

The Lovers will do for women’s rights generally what Malala’s story did for women’s education. It is an astonishing story about self-determination and the meaning of love that illustrates, as no policy book could, the limits of Western influence on fundamentalist Islamic culture and, at the same time, the need for change.

APRIL  "The Unlikely  Disciple:  A sinner's semester at America's Holiest University," nonfiction by Kevin Roose.                                        Judy Griffin

No drinking.
No smoking.
No cursing.
No dancing.
No R-rated movies.

Kevin Roose wasn't used to rules like these. As a sophomore at Brown University, he spent his days drinking fair-trade coffee, singing in an a cappella group, and fitting right in with Brown's free-spirited, ultra-liberal student body. But when Roose leaves his Ivy League confines to spend a semester at Liberty University, a conservative Baptist school in Lynchburg, Virginia, obedience is no longer optional.

Liberty is the late Reverend Jerry Falwell's "Bible Boot Camp" for young evangelicals, his training ground for the next generation of America's Religious Right. Liberty's ten thousand undergraduates take courses like Evangelism 101, hear from guest speakers like Sean Hannity and Karl Rove, and follow a forty-six-page code of conduct that regulates every aspect of their social lives. Hoping to connect with his evangelical peers, Roose decides to enroll at Liberty as a new transfer student, leaping across the God Divide and chronicling his adventures in this daring report from the front lines of America's culture.


His journey takes him from an evangelical hip-hop concert to choir practice at Falwell's legendary Thomas Road Baptist Church. He experiments with prayer, participates in a spring break mission trip to Daytona Beach (where he learns to preach the gospel to partying coeds), and pays a visit to Every Man's Battle, an on-campus support group for chronic masturbators. He meets pastors' kids, closet doubters, Christian rebels, and conducts what would be the last print interview of Rev. Falwell's life. 

MAY.  Susan Scott's front porch to select choice for next year


JUNE. "Room,"fictional account, women held in captivity. Movie/ book.

Room is a 2015 drama film that stars Brie Larson and Jacob Tremblay. Room is based on the novel that was written by Emma Donoghue. Room is directed by Lenny Abrhamson and also has starring roles by William H. Macy, Joan Allen, and Sean Bridgers. The movie is about a woman and her son who is being held captive by a man in his garden shed. The man was looking for help for his sick and ailing dog only using that as a ruse to kidnap the woman and child. The mother and child end up being held captive in the garden shed for seven years and the duo are now looking for a way to escape from the predicament that they are in.

**********************Needs hostess*************************

